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SUBJECT: SYRIAN EFFORTS TO RELIEVE LEBANESE CRISIS 

1. SYRIAN EFFORTS TO RELIEVE LEBANESE CRISIS HAVE 
FOCUSED ON DIPLOMACY CONDUCTED BY HIGHEST LEVEL OF 
SARG TO STIMULATE RESOLUTION OF POLITICAL ISSUES AND 
A NUMBER OF HELPFUL MEASURES TO REDUCE DIFFICULTIES OF 

LEBANESE REFUGEES FLEEING TO SYRIA. EXAMPLES OF LATTER 
INCLUDE TEMPORARY WAIVER OF CUSTOMS PAPERWORK AT BORDER 
TO EXPEDITE PASSAGE OF TRAFFIC. REOPENING OF SUMMER HOTELS 
IN BLUDAN AND ZEBADANI TO ACCOMMODATE OVERFLOW FROM 
DAMASCUS HOTELS, AND PROVISION OF MEDICAL SUPPLIES 
BY SYRIAN MINISTRY OF HEALTH INCLUDING PLASMA URGENTLY 
REQUESTED BY LEBANESE HEALTH AUTHORITIES. WHILE WE 
POSSESS NO FIRM FIGURES ON REFUGEE POPULATION HERE, 

WE HAVE HEARD ESTIMATES RANGING FROM LOW OF 
15,000 TO HIGH OF 200,000 (LATTER REPORTED IN 
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OCT. 27 TISHRIIN). SWELLING PRESENCE OF 
LEBANESE HAS RESULTED IN BUTAGAS SHORTAGE IN 
DAMASCUS AS WELL AS LONGER BREAD LINES AT LOCAL 
BAKERIES. ACCORDING PRESS, LEBANESE STUDENTS 
ARE BEING ADMITTED TO SYRIAN PRIMARY AND SECONDARY 
SCHOOLS WITHOUT SCHOOL RECORDS AND LEBANESE TAXIS 
OWNED BY SYRIANS ARE BEING ISSUED THREE-MONTH 
PERMITS TO OPERATE IN SYRIA. 

2. LOCAL SOURCE INFORMS US THAT SERMONS 
DELIVERED DURING OCT. 24 MOSQUE SERVICES CRITICIZED 
FRANGIE FOR STANDING BY WHILE SLAUGHTER OF 
LEBANESE PEOPLE CONTINUED. 

3. YUGOSLAV EMBASSY SOURCE TOLD EMBOFF OCT. 28 
THAT HE "ABSOLUTELY CERTAIN"' ASAD DISCUSSED 
LEBANESE CRISIS WITH HIS SOVIET HOSTS DURING RECENT 
MOSCOW VISIT. ACCORDING TO YUGOSLAV, SOVIETS 
PLEDGED SUPPORT FOR SYRIAN EFFORTS TO REDUCE TENSIONS 
AND HELP BRING ABOUT RETURN OF STABILITY IN LEBANON. 
SOVIETS, SOURCE ASSERTED, CLAIMED THEY SHARED SAME 
GOALS AS SARG IN LEBANON AND WOULD SUPPORT ASAD’S 
ENDEAVORS. 

4. SYRIAN PRESS PLAY ON LEBANESE CRISIS HAS BEEN LOW-KEY 
EMPHASIZING POSITIVE SYRIAN ASSISTANCE EFFORTS. INFORMATION 
CONTAINED PARA ONE ABOVE, AS WELL AS DISPATCH OF 

SYRIAN FIREMENT TO LEBANON MENTIONED IN OCT. 27 
TISHRIIN, HAS ACCOMPANIED REPORTS STRESSING KARAME S 
APPEAL TO ALL PARTIES TO HALT BLOODSHED AND RESTORE 
INTEGRITY OF POLITICAL SYSTEM. 

5. COMMENT: GENERAL PROGNOSIS HERE IS THAT FLOW 

OF LEBANESE INTO SYRIA IS LIKELY TO CONTINUE, PUTTING 
INCREASING PRESSURE ON LIMITED HOTEL AND SCHOOL 
FACILITIES AS WELL AS FOOD SUPPLIES AND PUBLIC 
SERVICES, PARTICULARLY IN DAMASCUS. 

MURPHY 
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